FINALS DAY AT ST LEONARDS & ST IVES LTC
‘A great day’, ‘One of the best!’; were typical comments after St Leonards & St Ives Tennis Club held their annual tournament finals at the club on Sunday 2nd October.

Around a hundred members and friends gathered, with the balcony overlooking Courts 1 and 2 packed from the start of the Over 45 Men’s Singles at 10am until the Mixed Doubles and Junior Match Play finished under floodlights late in the evening. The clubhouse and courtside viewing areas were bathed in glorious October sunshine with spectators and players sustained by delicious baguettes, a mouth watering array of cupcakes and a tasty BBQ throughout the day,
Altogether 10 matches took place including a titanic struggle between Paul Handford, Head Coach, and his assistant Carl Shoulders, Paul eventually winning the Mens’ Singles title in the final set. Ladies Singles winner Penny Marsella received her trophy from 8 times winner and now Club Team Co-ordinator Anne Knight.
This year club member and assistant coach Andy Wells took on the role of tournament director and revitalised the event. Thanking him Club Chairperson Sue White acknowledged the huge amount of time put in by Andy to achieve record levels of participation and ensuring that all the ‘Round Robin’ boxes and semi finals were completed and recorded on time during the summer. Andy thanked the catering team headed by Karen Wells for the delicious food available all day and appreciated the co-operation from everybody involved in making the event such a great success. Having two qualified Chair Umpires with ball staff (boys, girls and grown ups!) added the final professional touches.
Results

Mens Over 45 Singles: Jamie Henville
Ladies Doubles: Penny Marsella & Carol Thornton
Under 14 Singles: Emily Morey
Mens Doubles: Graham Platts & Aaron Clarke 
Ladies Singles: Penny Marsella
Mens Singles: Paul Handford
Mens Over 45 Doubles: Des Lenehan and Richard Marsella
Mixed Doubles Over 60: Graham and Sandy Platts
Mixed Doubles: Carl Shoulders and Abbie Downer
Under 18 Singles: Aaron Clarke
